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 FIRE PROTECTION and AMBULANCE SERVICES AGREEMENT 
 
THIS AGREEMENT, made the __ day of _____________, 2026, by and between the Village of 
Rhinebeck, an incorporated village in the Town of Rhinebeck (hereinafter “Village”), and the 
Town of Rhinebeck, a municipal corporation situated in the County of Dutchess, State of New 
York (hereinafter “Town”). 
 
 WITNESSETH: 
 
WHEREAS, there has been duly established in the Town of Rhinebeck, County of Dutchess, State 
of New York, a fire protection district which incorporates all of that portion of the Town of 
Rhinebeck which lies outside of the Village of Rhinebeck, Hillside Fire District, and the Rhinecliff 
Fire District (hereinafter “Fire Protection District”); 
 
WHEREAS, there are residents and property requiring fire protection in the Fire Protection 
District; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are residents and property requiring emergency medical services (EMS) in the 
Fire Protection District; and 
 
WHEREAS, such fire protection is vital and necessary to the health and welfare of the inhabitants 
of the Fire Protection District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town is authorized to contract for fire protection and EMS for the Fire Protection 
District pursuant to Town Law § 184 and all taxes raised under this Agreement shall be charged 
upon the taxpayers within the Fire Protection District pursuant to Town Law §§ 184 and 184-a; 
 
WHEREAS, the Village maintains adequate and suitable apparatus, equipment and training for 
the furnishing of fire protection and EMS within such Fire Protection District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town agrees that the Village shall provide fire protection and EMS in the Fire 
Protection District, except for a small portion of territory for which a separate contract has been 
entered into with the Hillside Fire District; 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held upon this Agreement as required by Town Law § 184 
on the __ day of _______________, 2026; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions herein contained, 
the parties hereto mutually agree as follows: 
 
1. PROVISION OF FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES 
 
Village will provide Town with fire protection and services capable of responding to fire related 
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emergencies on an on-going basis within the Fire Protection District. Fire protection services shall 
include responding to structure fires, wild land and brush fires, fire alarms and carbon monoxide 
alarms, vehicle and pedestrian accidents and rescue calls, hazardous materials calls and spills (at 
an operations level), urban and rural search and rescue assistance, traffic control at accidents, 
downed wire calls, gas and other odor calls, and non-emergency assists of homeowners, and fire 
prevention activities. Fire protection shall not include inspections of buildings and properties in 
the Fire Protection District.  
 
These Fire Protection services shall not include providing primary fire protection for any area 
contracted by the Town with the Hillside or Rhinecliff Fire Districts.  
 

2. PROVISION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

A. Village will provide the Fire Protection District with life support and as needed arrange 
for advance life support EMS services, which complies with the regulations of the New 
York State Department of Health, Bureau of Emergency Medical Services to serve the 
emergency medical needs of those persons within the boundaries of the Fire Protection 
District. Services to be provided include Basic Life Support, transport and treatment and 
arranging for or providing Advanced Life Support Treatment. 
 

B. Coverage shall be provided on a seven day per week, twenty-four-hour basis. The 
provision of equipment, services and transportation are limited to the extent reasonable 
and possible based upon Village’s available resources and personnel. 
 

C. Town hereby designates Village as the exclusive primary provider of transporting 
ambulance services in its portion of the Fire Protection District. 

3. AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE 

Town recognizes that in some or all cases, only basic life support may be available or apparently 
necessary based upon the information available. Town also recognizes that on some occasions no 
ambulance may not be available due to Village’s lack of vehicles and/or personnel to respond to 
all emergencies for which it contracts to provide services in the Fire Protection District. Liability 
for failure to provide service shall be governed by Paragraphs 6 and 7 of this Agreement.   

4. TERM 
 
The term of this Agreement shall be one (1) year, commencing on the 1st day of January, 2027 and 
shall continue until the 31st day of December, 2027. 
 
5. COMPENSATION and ARRANGEMENTS 
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A. Village shall remain liable for benefits payable under the Volunteer Firefighters’ Benefit 
Law (VFBL) as required by Section 30 of the VFBL. 
 

B. Village recognizes that as the authority having jurisdiction over the Fire Department, that 
the Village is liable for the acts and omissions of its Fire Department in the performance 
of its duties and has adequately insured therefore. 
 

C. Town shall pay to the Village $315,000 by March 15, 2027. Late payments shall accrue 
interest at five (5%) percent per annum, or $500 per day, whichever is greater. The payment 
will support the Village Fire Department operating budget and debt service in the amount 
of $290,000 and the capital budget in the amount of $25,000.  
 

D. No money paid by the Town under this Agreement may be expended for any purpose other 
than Village Fire Department operating expenses, debt service, or capital expenditures. The 
parties expressly understand and agree that the Village shall reimburse the Town any 
portion of the aforementioned payment expended for a purpose or purposes other than 
Village Fire Department operating expenses or capital expenditures. The Town shall be 
entitled to inspect the Village Fire Department actual operating expenses and capital 
expenditures on a quarterly basis and during any subsequent negotiations regarding the 
Village’s provision of Fire or EMS service. 
 

E. All monies charged hereunder shall be a charge upon the taxable property located in the 
territories covered by this Agreement. 

 
6. HOLD HARMLESS 
 
Town recognizes that Village is staffed by volunteers and that the Village can only make 
reasonable efforts to recruit and retain volunteers. Town agrees to hold Village harmless for the 
Village’s failure to provide sufficient manpower at any single incident, though nothing in this 
section is designed to impair the Town’s right to indemnification by the Village. 
 
7. INSURANCE 
 
Village shall at all times during the period of this Agreement maintain and keep in force a public 
liability insurance policy for injury to persons and property, including wrongful death, with a 
combined single limit of at least $1,000.000.00 representing both property damage and bodily 
injury coverage, with said policy of insurance naming the Town of Rhinebeck as an additional 
insured on a primary and non-contributory basis, but such insurance is limited to the insuring 
the operation of the above referenced vehicles. 
 
Village will provide the Town of Rhinebeck with certificates of insurance evidencing the 
aforementioned coverages as may be requested by the Town of Rhinebeck. Village shall name 
the Town as an additional insured in Village’s insurance policy. Village shall ensure that the 
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Town receives notice of any terminations or suspensions of such insurance or change of 
insurance carriers. 
 
Village agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Town of Rhinebeck from any and all 
claims, liability, causes of action and damages, losses or expenses arising out of operations of, 
and services performed by the Village under this Agreement. 
 
8. GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION AND AMENDMENT 
 
Village may terminate this Agreement upon the Town’s failure to deliver the monies due Village 
under this Agreement by the date due, so long as Village provides thirty (30) days written notice 
to the Town of the date it will cease providing services. If the Town remits such funds to the 
Village during this thirty-day notice period, Village may not terminate its services. 
 
Town may terminate this Agreement after the substantial failure of the Village to provide fire 
protection on a routine basis. 
 
Should the Village be required to either hire paid staff, add retirement options or implement a new 
accounting structure for it fire apparatus in order to provide fire/EMS protection to the Town, 
Town and Village may renegotiate the pricing portion of this agreement. 
 
Should the Village Mayor report in writing to the Town Supervisor that a fire district under 
separate contract or agreement with the Town for fire or EMS protection is not adequately covering 
the territory contracted to it, resulting in an increased response burden on the Village Fire 
Department, the Village and Town agree to discuss an amendment to this Agreement addressing 
fire coverage responsibilities within thirty (30) days of such report. 
 
9. DEPARTMENT’S INVOLVEMENT IN CERTAIN TOWN MATTERS 
 
The Town shall ensure that any new construction or project requiring review under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) shall be presented to the fire department for its 
opinion, and specifically whether the fire department has the necessary equipment to protect any 
new or remodeled development or property. 
 
10. NOTICES 
 
All notices, requests, demands and other communications required or permitted to be given 
hereunder shall be in writing, and shall be deemed duly given if delivered by hand or mailed by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the parties at the following address: 
 
Village of Rhinebeck   Town of Rhinebeck 
76 East Market Street   80 East Market Street, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572   Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
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11. SAVINGS CLAUSE 
 
If any provision of this Agreement is determined to be legally invalid, inoperative or 
unenforceable, only that particular provision shall be affected, such determination shall have no 
effect whatsoever on any other provision of this Agreement, and all other provisions shall remain 
in full force and effect.  Should the law be amended such that any term of this Agreement shall 
be rendered null and void or unenforceable, or should the law require a provision in this Agreement 
that is not presently recited, such agreement shall be deemed amended as of the effective date of 
the amendment to the law. 
 
12. WAIVER 
 
No delay or failure to exercise any remedy or right occurring upon any default shall be construed 
as a waiver of such remedy or right, or acquiescence in such default, nor shall it effect any 
subsequent default of the same or a different nature.  All rights and remedies herein conferred 
shall be in addition to and not exclusive of any and all other rights or remedies now or hereafter 
existing at law or in equity. 
 
13. HEADINGS 
 
All headings and captions in this Agreement are for convenience only. They shall not be deemed 
part of this Agreement and shall in no way define, limit, extend or describe the scope or intent of 
any provisions hereof.  
 
14. FURTHER ASSURANCES 
 
The parties shall execute and deliver all documents, provide all information and take or forbear 
from all such action as may be necessary or appropriate to achieve the purposes set forth in this 
Agreement. 
 
15. BINDING EFFECT 
 
This Agreement shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their 
respective heirs, executor, administrators, successors and assigns. The public shall not be deemed 
a third-party beneficiary of this Agreement. 
 
16. COUNTERPARTS 
 
This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and each such counterpart, when taken together, 
shall constitute a single and binding Agreement. 
 
17. GOVERNING LAW 
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This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
New York. The County of Dutchess in the State of New York is hereby designated as the place of 
trial for any action or proceeding arising from or in any way connected to this Agreement. 
 
18. NO ASSIGNMENT 
 
Neither Party may assign, transfer, convey or otherwise dispose of this Agreement without the 
written consent of the other party. 
 
19. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

 
This Agreement is the entire agreement among the parties and shall not be changed, except by a 
writing signed by the party to be charged. This Agreement shall supersede all prior agreements 
between the parties. In the event that this Agreement expires before the next Agreement can be 
negotiated, the Agreement shall continue in full force and effect on a monthly basis, with an 
increase in contract price paid monthly plus an additional three (3%) percent of the prior year’s 
contract fee. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their respective hands and seals as of the 
day and year first above written. 

 
Village of Rhinebeck     Town of Rhinebeck 
 
By: ___________________________  By: ____________________________ 
       , Mayor                , Supervisor 

 

Date: ____________ , 2026    Date: _______________, 2026 

 


