NATURAL BURIAL GROUND
FAQs

What is Natural Burial?

Natural, or green burial, is a simple way of caring for the dead that facilitates the natural decomposition of the body
with minimal impact to the environment. Its ecological aims are to conserve natural resources, reduce carbon emissions,
protect worker health, and restore and preserve habitat.

What is the setting like?

The Natural Burial Ground at the Town of Rhinebeck Cemetery is set within a young hardwood forest of roughly ten
acres with about half currently surveyed for burial. The grounds are gated, with a gravel carriage trail running through.
Cars are not permitted, except by permission of the cemetery.

The Natural Burial Ground is certified by the Green Burial Council. What does that mean?

The Natural Burial Ground has second tier certification from the Green Burial Council (GBC). As the gold standard bearer
of green burial in the U.S., certification means we have made a commitment to transparent green burial practices and to
caring for the land in perpetuity. You can read more about second tier certification here.

What size are the plots?
Full burial plots are 5’ x 10’. Each plot can take a full burial and one cremation burial. Cremation plots are 5’ x 5’ and can
take up to two cremations.

How deep do you bury?
We dig graves to a depth of 3.5-4.0 feet, the most active layer of microbial activity.

Will natural gravesites attract animals?
No. We bury below the smell barrier, which is at two feet.

Do medical prosthetics or metal implants need to be removed prior to burial?
No.

You don’t allow embalming or vaults, but aren’t they legally required?
No. There is no state law that requires embalming or vaults, although there are many cemeteries with vault requirement
policies.

What kind of burial containers are permitted?

Burial containers must be plant based and biodegradable such as untreated wood free of metal and plastic, wicker,
willow, bamboo, paper, and shrouds made of natural fibers. All shrouded bodies must be supported by a sturdy plant-
based board (i.e. wooden plank, bamboo stretcher, willow basket) the length and width of the body.

May plots be pre-purchased?

Yes, plots may be pre-purchased, and a specific site may be selected. Please call our office to set up an appointment to
tour the grounds. While the burial area is surveyed and mapped, there is no public map from which to select a plot. If
you are unable to come and select a plot, we are happy to select a location for you.

What does a typical burial look like?

The body is transferred from the vehicle to a hand-drawn wooden burial caisson. One of our staff members pulls the
burial cart to the gravesite, while family and friends may follow or walk along side, some with hands on the cart. Family
and friends may also help to lower the body into the grave with hand straps and backfill the grave. All the soil removed
during digging is placed back into the grave, leaving a mound that settles over time. Cemetery staff will lower the body
and backfill the grave if family and friends choose not to participate.


https://www.greenburialcouncil.org/our_standards.html

How do | arrange a burial?

NYS requires a licensed funeral director to file the burial permit and be present for the burial. If a plot has already been
purchased, the funeral director is typically contacted by the family and the funeral director will reach out to us to
schedule the burial.

How are the graves marked?
The burial ground has been plotted via a land survey filed with Dutchess County. Every grave has a three inch, round
stainless-steel marker stamped with the plot number (survey coordinates).

Do you permit gravestones?

Grave markers are permitted, but not required. The Cemetery has an inventory of stones available for purchase. The
current cost of a stone is $50. Plots may still be marked with stones not purchased from the cemetery; however, those
stones must first be preapproved by cemetery staff to ensure compliance to our grave marker specifications. The
cemetery will reject and/or remove any markers that have not been preapproved. Natural fieldstone, river stone or
quarried stone, no more than 24 inches long and no more than four inches thick may be used as a marker. If families
choose to source their own stone, we recommend stones that are at least two inches thick to prevent cracking during
the freeze/thaw cycle. All stones must be indigenous to the Hudson Valley. Only one marker per plot, including
cremation plots. Single plot stones may not exceed 200 square inches. In cases where a grave marker is used for two or
more adjoining full plots, stones may be larger but may not exceed 250 square inches. For adjoining cremation plots,
stones must still be 200 square inches or less. Stones may not be machine cut or polished. Machine-cut stones hand
chiseled to look “natural” are not acceptable. Stones may be machine engraved, but no dyes, coloring or paints of any
kind may be used. All markers will be set flush to the ground at the head of the grave by cemetery personnel. The
cemetery reserves the right to remove markers that do not comply.

Can | sell my plot back to the cemetery if | move or change my mind?

While the cemetery reserves the right of first refusal, the cemetery does not buy back plots. Plot owners may resell or
convey unused plots at a price no greater than the current price, subject to the prior notice to and approval of the Town
of Rhinebeck Cemetery. Proof of sale or conveyance must be supplied to the cemetery as well as the new plot owner’s
information and fee (see current fee schedule) to generate a new deed.

Can | move my loved one to another cemetery?
Green burial is final burial. Due to the natural processes following burial, posthumous exhumation is not permitted.

May graves be dug by family and friends?
For safety reasons, family and friends may not dig graves, but are permitted to fill the grave back in.

What about winter burials?
We offer burial year-round. With snow and frost removal, preparation for winter burials typically take longer and with
an extra fee (see current fee schedule).

What are your costs?
Please see our current fee schedule.

How do visitors find a grave?
If you'd like to visit a grave and don’t know the location, please call us and we’ll set up a time to take you down.

Can a tree be planted on my grave?

We do not permit plantings of any kind, and any such plantings will be removed by cemetery staff. Guided by two
biological assessments and recommendations from the DEC, we are actively caring for the woods with trees, shrubs and
other forest floor plantings and mitigation of invasive plants. With the help of Friends of Rhinebeck Cemetery, Inc., we
plant trees annually. While we do not plant trees on graves, Friends of Rhinebeck Cemetery Memorial Tree Program


chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.rhinebeckny.gov/uploads/3/9/4/4/39447425/cemetery_fee_schedule_2025_revision.pdf

offers families the opportunity to sponsor a tree to be planted in non-burial areas of the woods. Please contact Friends
of Rhinebeck Cemetery if you're interested tree sponsorship.

May | leave something at the grave when | visit?

Yes, cut flowers and natural wreaths are permitted. The common practice of leaving small stones on the grave is
permitted so long as the stones are paint-free. Anything left at a grave that is not in compliance will be removed by
cemetery staff.


https://friendsofrhinebeckcemetery.org/
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